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The Role of Collaboration in Innovation Focus 
of Lawrence University Convocation 
Posted on: March 29th, 2011 by Rick Peterson 
The importance of collaborations in innovation and problem 
solving will be the focus of Lawrence University convocation. 
 
Professor of Theatre Arts Tim Troy 
Timothy X. Troy, professor of theatre arts and J. Thomas and Julie 
Esch Hurvis Professor of Theatre and Drama at Lawrence, presents 
“Unexpected Collaborators: The Geniuses Among Us” Tuesday, 
April 5 at 11:10 a.m. in the Lawrence Memorial Chapel. Troy also 
will conduct a question-and-answer session at 2 p.m. in the Warch 
Campus Center cinema. Both events are free and open to the 
public. 
Troy was selected for the 2010-11 convocation series as the second 
recipient of Lawrence’s Faculty Convocation Award. Chosen by 
President Jill Beck from nominations collected by the Committee 
on Public Occasions, recipients for the award are selected for the 
high quality of their professional work. 
While innovation is often considered the result of brilliant people 
making major discoveries, closer examination reveals “the 
geniuses among us” work closely with colleagues to solve pressing 
problems and lead us into the future. Troy will examine some of 
the “rules” he’s learned for productive collaboration in his career 
working with playwrights, composers, actors, design teams and 
technicians. 
His address will feature two poems: “The Geniuses Among Us,” 
by Marilyn Taylor and “Sometime During Eternity” by Lawrence 
Ferlinghetti, which will be delivered with Dean of the 
Conservatory Brian Pertl, Professor of Music Dane Richeson and 
Associate Professor of Music Mark Urness. 
A 1985 graduate of Lawrence, Troy first returned to his alma mater 
in 1989, serving as a lecturer in theatre and drama for three years. 
He went on to work with the Milwaukee Repertory Theater 
Education Department and taught at Augustana College and the 
College of DuPage before returning to Lawrence a second time on 
a tenure-track appointment in 1997. 
During his career, he has directed more than 100 plays, musicals 
and operas for both university and professional theatres and has 
written four plays, including 2010’s “Radio and Juliet.” He was a 
featured contributor to the 2006 Academy Award-winning 
documentary “A Note of Triumph: The Golden Age of Norman 
Corwin” and directs Lawrence’s “Theatre of the Air” radio drama 
program. He was recognized with Lawrence’s Freshman Studies 
Teaching Award in 2004. 
In addition to a bachelor’s degree from Lawrence, Troy earned a 
master of fine arts degree in theatre arts/directing from the 
University of Iowa.	  
